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oe” | One of his MAJESTY: 5 Principal. 
SECRETARIES of STATE, Kc. 


My LORD, 


Fr HE arts are the. true 5 


ſources of the humanity, 


the woekh; and power of a nation: 


from the mutability of human af- 

fairs they have had their riſe, their 
perfection, and fall in certain coun- 
tries: they have ever been with 


8 difficulty and much expence of 


YN '+-.,-" ome 


induſtrious men. 


i DEDICATION. 


| time introduced among a peo- : 
: ple ; 3 and without the indulgent 

-". care of thoſe to whom the direc- 
tion of public affairs is committed, 5 


5 they; ſoon languiſh and . 


ae of "theſe import tant 


truths, the wiſeſt princes and - 
greateſt men, in all ages, have had : 
the 1 invention and progreſs of arts 
5 moſt at heart ; they have ſet the 
5 moſt excellent examples of dili- 
gence and economy to others, : 
- and have been the moſt generous 


patrons of i ingenious, learned, or 


In 
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In Great Britain, the art of war, ; 
which | is only laudable from the ne- 


ceſſity and gooddeſignof i it, hasfor | 


ſome years particularly engaged BOY 


attention. This, which has ſucceed- - 


3 ed almoſt equal to our v iſhes, will, 


we hope, i ina ſhort time bring about 
the deſired effect, and afford us 

5 more leiſure to conſult the true | 
happineſs and future ſecurity of 
theſe kingdoms by cultivating and 5 


i promoting the arts of peace. 


Eren amid: the N of 


5 5 war, the fatigues of civil and do- 


5 meſtic — your Logpsmre 


55 Was 
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was pleaſed to take notice of my 
. endeavours this way. By your 


' Lonpsnie” $ good offices, I was en- 


” abled to bring my 1 new mathema- | 


1 tical inſtruments to great perfec- N 


tion; 5 and, at your defire, I com- 
Pleated : a ſet of them for the uſe 
zag of his Majzery. | EY 85 


It was a circumſtance very for- 


tunate for me, that your Loxp- 


sur more thoroughly underſtood : 


pk my new mathematical principles, 


and was more ſenfible of the uſes 

to which my inſtruments might 
5 be applied, than any perſon I ever 
met 


2 


DEDICATION. vy 


met with. F his at firſt \ was mat- = 
ter of ſurprize to me; but I had 7 

no ſooner ſeen your Lonpsnir' $ 
own performances this way, which 


ſo much ſurpaſs the generality of . 


1 : our modern inventions, than this a 


” ſuperior Kill was as cakily accounted 


for. | HE | MT 5 95 0 


The excellence of ſuch juvenile 5 


75 exerciſes, wherein the greateſt 


minds have taken the higheſt pleaq- 


, e, and which are greatly prefe- 


i rable to matters of opinion and 
uncertainty, no one is more ſen- 
ſible of, nor has more ſucceſsfully 2 
experienced than your LozDpsm1e. | 


They 


vi DEDICATION. 
Þ hey improve the i invention, they 75 
ripen the judgment, and beget 

| habits of accuracy, ſteadineſs, and 

perſeverance z ; they qualify a per- - 
5 ſon of great natural parts, a gene- 

; rous heart, and virtuous diſpoſi- f 
tion, for acting, in a maſterly 

manner, a ſuperior part on the 8 


flags of life. ” 


To theſe your Loxpskir bus 
15 happily added, extenſive erudition | 
and knowledge of mankind, great 
experience and exemplary con- 
duct in private life; it is, there- 
fore, with the higheſt juſtice vou 
W che firſt rank among the 


great- N 
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oſs men of the age. : Such 


abilities and qualifications endear 
_ a nobleman to his king and coun- 


try; and the native goodneſs and 


„ wiſdom of his Ma JESTY have i in no f 


inſtances been more conſpicuous 5 


than i in the choice of your "Ry 
- SHIP, firſt, for the faithful guideof 
his youth, as an eminent prelate = 
= has expreſſed i it; and now for the 
diſcharge of an important public 


F office, i in this critical conjuncture, ; 


3 when ſo much of the future hap- 5 


. pineſs of theſe kingdoms is de- 


” pending on the preſent manage- 
ment of public affairs. 


wii DEDICATION: 


But as this i is a a ſubject which . 


would require a volume to do it 
TY juſtice, I muſt not enter upon it 
in an addreſs of this kind. * con- 
clude, therefore, with humbly of- #0 
fering this other production of my 
younger days to your Lonxpsnir $ 
patronage, and with publicly ſub- 5 
n myſelf, my . 


N 


Vour Loxpsurr 8 . 
moſt” Obliged, 
and moſt Obedient | 


humble Servant, 


DAVID LYLE. 
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IN 0 E 0 our ideas and ; 
thoughts exiſt only in our 


own breaſts, we are obliged, in 


5 order to carry on the purpoſes of = 


ſociety, to make uſe of ſome ex- 
ternal means of ſignifying them. 
T heſe ſigns or means of ſigniſy- 1825 


ing our thoughts are in general 
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of two kinds, which are che ob- 15 
jets of two of our principal ex- 


| ternal ſenſes, the fight and hear- 1 
ing. The one of theſe conſiſts 0 

| of certain ſounds | or noiſes utter- 
ed by 1 us, called articulate ſounds, 

and the other is compoſed of cer- 

= tain marks or other things which ; ” 

can be expoſed to our view, both _ 

which have their peculiar advan- 
1 tages and diſadvantages. Articu- 


late ſounds, on account of the 


ceeuaſineſs and quickneſs of their-ut- 
terance, are extremely proper for 
mutual and immediate converſa- 
tion; . but they cannot be pre- 


ſerved 
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= ſerved for any length of time, nor f 


: conveyed to any conſiderable diſ- . 


| f tance of place. 


5 This defect is extremely wel 
ſupplied by thoſe kinds of Gans 


| which are the objects of the ſight, 5 ; 


the greateſt part of which are 


Hu neither limited by time nor place. 


bY, he chief of theſe i is writing, an 


art whoſe excellence i is well known i 


in all the civilized parts of the : 


pe, world ; but nevertheleſs it is not : 


” without ſome defects. Speaking, : 


1s the fignifying | of our thoughts = 


only, and by it we can expreſs 
b 1 Dy them 


wi. PAE F AC E. 


1 them for the moſt part as qu ickly : 


5 and as eaſily as they occur to our 
; minds ; ; but by writing, which 
= bel fies both ſpeaking and think- ; 


ing, we cannot, by near a fiſth | 


0 ſixth part, keep pace with ei- 


7 ther of them. 1 his i is a real de- 


2] ficiency which deſerves our at- 8 


tention, as it renders much writ- 


ing very fatiguing, and always im- 


practicable ; if a perſon cannot 5 
retain his thoughts till he write 
them, or if the ſpeaker doth not 
halt till the writer come up to 
him. To ſupply this deſect, ne- 
1 ceſſity and experience have al- 5 


ways, 
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$7 ways, wha much writing was 
practiſed, led mankind to ſhorten . 
3 much as they could. This 


they did in different ways, ac- 


cording o the nature of the ; 


writing, a and at laſt a particular 
7 kind of ſhort writing was found 
out called ſhort hand. This was 1 
invented, and i is ill pradtiſed, i in 
Great Britain, 3 


It is not my deſign, however, 


in this preface, to enter upon any . 


particular enquiry concerning the 
hiſtory and methods of ſhort 


5 writing, which have in all ages 


'Þ * been : 
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been pradtiſed ; nor of this par- 
ticular kind of late invention, 
called ſhort band; ; and therefore | 
ſhall only give ſome. account of 
the following ſyſtem, and the 
manner of compoſing it, from 8 5 
- which i its merit may be judged 3 
| and previous to that, ſhall take 


notice of ſome general things by = 
| way of introduction. : 


To begin with the Egyptians: 


their firſt way of writing, which 
conſiſted i in delineating rude pic- 
- tures of things, inſtead of writ- 


| ing their names, as we do, was 


ſoon | 
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ſoon abridged, and inſtead of _ 
drawing the picture at ful] length, : 


only a principal part of it was 


delineated *. | Theſe pictures have 
been called hicroglyphics by the 
Greeks, and the reſt of the learn- 
world after them, and are 
titill in uſe among the Mexicans i 
and others. The Chineſe, it . 
, have ſhortened and altered 


5 them ſo far from the original, 
that the reſemblance can ſcarcely | 


be obſerved ; 7 and inſtead of re- 
LI preſenting things themſelves, they 


» See Warburtor's Divine Legalon of 
Moſes, B B. iv. l. + 


have 
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have long been made uſe of to 
ſignify their names. 


The Hebrews, aſter alphabetic o 


15 writing was found out, had diffe- 155 


rent ways of ſhortening it T. T hey 5 5 


; not only made the radical letters 
of a word ſtand for the whole; 3 
but alſo joined a number of theſe 


: together, and thereby compoſed = | 


a technical word which ſignified . 


. whole ſentence. Sometimes 
f they made uie of the initial letters, < 
ſometimes the final, for the ſame 


. purpoſe ; at other times they 1 


+ See Buxtorf, ec, - 


joined . 
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joined the initial and Rin letters 
of a word together, inſtead of ho, 
the whole. Beſides, they had 
a ſome arbitrary marks or remains g : 


of 9 We; 


| The Grenks * Pe Romans + 
Hikeways made their abbreviations 5 
by putting initial letters for words, - 
f by leaving out letters and 91 


lables, and frequently adding FL, 


mark or point to explain the ab- 
breviation. They alſo made uſe 
of arbitrary marks or characters . 


* See Lene we 
+ dee Plutarch's Life of Caro, ke. 


for 


| 
| 
| 
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” for words, ſyllables and termin- 
| tions, which were invented we 
the purpoſe, or taken from ſome 
remains of the ancient Egyptian 
hicroglyphics, and from all theſe 
ways put together, they were able = 
to take down orations, &c. from : 

_ the ſpeaker very exactly. After 
7 them, the ſame methods of ſhort 
writing were made uſe of i in the 0 
different languages of Europe, till 
about the end of the faxteenth 


5 century. 


About this time . Joke Wills, L- 


B. D. invented a new and ſhort 


al- 


* 
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1 5 alphabet for the purpoſe of ſhort 


N writing. This has been cultivated + 


by a great number of authors : 


fince bis time, particularly by 5 


one Mr. Willis, Who improved 


. the method of Mr. John Willis, 


the firſt inventor of an alphabet. 
After them ſucceeded the follow- 


ing authors, whoſe names are 


known for having wrote on the 


5 ſubſeet: 


| Mr. Labourer Mr. Everardt | 
ff Shelton 

| Croſs 1 Bridges 

Tx Metcalfe Rich 


"Mr. - 
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Mr. k Hopthins Mr, Tiffen 
. arthing Coles 
45 Ridpath | Taannar . 
be 0 Nicholas Webſter 
bo Addy F 
"i Botley | 3 ee 
155 Facy . Weſton 
Heath be: Gibbs 
Stringer e Gurney 
9 tele . Macauly . 
115 . 1 
Maſon n 2 


There have likewiſe been o- 
chers, whoſe ſyſtems never were 


printed; but for a particular hiſ- 
tory | 


1 1 
5 : "JO P 44 yo 5 ” 
5 . x ＋ : » ON . 
I o \ * mw ES * 0 
\ * * * 8 2 bz of 2 F 
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tory of ſhort hand, and ce . | | 


provements or alterations made 


TY by all theſe authors, I refer thoſe 


5 Who are curious to Mr. Cole 8 and . 


Mr. Gibb 5 books on ſhort hand, 5 
and ſhall only take notice of 
| three of the lateſt of theſe me- 
| thods, which ſeem to be the moſt 


FOE, remarkable, to wit, Weſton” „ 


which the nature of this c one may 
: be Judged, | 1 


M.. Weſton perceived, that the 


Macaulay": 8, and Annet 8„ from = 


excellence of ſhort hand depends 0 


more upon the good application 2 
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of an n alphabet, than upon the 
nature and choice of its charac- 
ters; ; and that all the alphabets 
invented before his time, had been 


greatly miſapplied. In order, ” 


therefore, to improve the art, he 
did not think of inventing a new 


7 alphabet, which to him appeared 


: impoſſible; but of rightly apply- 
ing one of the beſt already i in- 
vented to the purpoſe of ſpeedy 


and legible writing. 'In this be 


ſucceeded ſo well, that he ſeems 


to have carried his method to the 


: greateſt degree of ſhortneſs that 
the alphabet | he made choice of 
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was capable. But as the alphabet, 


| which i is the foundation of the . 


whole, is not ſo fimple as it 


„ ought to be, it was impoſſible 


80 bring the art to ſo great 


3 ä perfection, "as the ſame pains | 


had been taken, and improve- 


ments had been made on a good | 


= ſimple alphabet, where each fim- - 
So ple ſound i is ſignified by one ſin- - 


gle point, or a ſtrait or curve line. 


For inſtance, Mr. Weſton's 8 cha- ” 
| racter, or letter A, which i is this, 5 


A, is faulty in two reſpeds. Firſt, 
it is a compound character, or 
one conſiſting of two lines, mak- | 


Fl ing 
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ing an angle at the top, repre · 
ſenting a ſimple ſound. Thin TS 
for the fake of beauty, may be 


ä allowed in long hand; but 


by no means in ſhort hand, which 


55 directly proſeſſes the oreateſt poſ- . 


ſible brevity. The ſecond fault is 
: that it is not a proper character 
for a vowel; for as vowels are 


moſt frequently uſed, and, 1 


5 words of 1 many ſyllables, are, as "TH 


were, the connectives of the con- 
8 ſonants, their characters ought to 


3 contrived, ſo as to join the 


88 conſonants eaſily, and without any 
great : 
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| great'hinderance i in writing. But 
1 this i 1s the fault of all ſhort hands 
that 1 have ſeen, and which I 


. have 5 endeavoured to 5 obviate. 


The firſt of theſe lines which 


make up this character with me 
| ſignifies v, and the ſecond 5, and 

5 when joined i in the ſame way they = 

1 repreſent the verb have been. A- ö 


. gain, B is a ſimple conſonant, and 7 


- ought for the ſame reaſon to have 
2 ſimple character ; but Mr. 
Weſton's is this <, a character : 
allo compounded of two lines 1 

| and therefore Juſt | twice as long a - 
_— ought to be. The ſame thing 
Ss might 
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8 might be obſerved of all Hide vow- 5 
els and many of his conſonants; 3 


5 and conſequently his method IS ; 


n nearly twice as long as otherwiſe 


it might have been : x: for his 2 


5 rules for the application of the al- 
Phabet, which are generally very 
good, might have taken place al- 
moſt in the ſame proportion with 


- imple characters, as they do with 1 


his compound ones, which will be 
evident from this method. This 
character with me alſo ſignifies a 


: word, 


"; B03". = 


” 


* 
— 
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Mr. Macaulay: again, having ob- 


ſerved the faults of all the alpha- 
bets that were then contrived, - 
began to improve them; but this 5 
he has carried to ſuch an extra- 


vagant degree of refinement. and | 


> minuteneſs, that it has rendered 


the practice of his method very 


c troubleſome, and in ſome caſes 


almoſt impracticable. F or in- : 


x ſtance : : he makes three lengths 5 


Z of a line fignify three different 


letters or initial conſonants, which 


muſt occaſion great confuſion. / 
| writing in a hurry ; and beſides, 


theſe three different lengths ſtan * | 


8 ”- for 
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for different ones, as they are wrote 

1 above or upon the line; and by 

a this means, it happens in long 
1 words, that part of them muſt be 
urote above the line and part up- 0 
on it, the i inconvenience of which 

is too evident to be inſiſted on. 

: Theſe faults, with the bad choice | 1 
of his vowels, ſeem to be Pm ob- g 

5 jeRtions to his method, - 


Mr. Annet has reelle ſeveral 
things in the alphabet; but till 


the great objection remains againſt 


1 | all his vowels except 0; and if it 
i "4 Dn were not for this, and the want of | 
proper 
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; proper characters for donble and 


_ treble inkinl confonants, prepoſi- 

| tions and terminations, his me- 
: thod ſeems to be not amiſs; 3 for the 
3 Joining the whole of a word to- 
q : gether, if it were done properly, i * 
very advantageous «and which 1 : 
"= have endeavoured to effect 3 


From ; 


Since this improvement of ſhort N OR Dy 
Put to the engraving, I have ſeen a new 
| book on the ſubject by Mr. Angell; but was 
ſurpriſed to find it liable to the ſame objec- 
tions with the reſt. For example, his þ is a 


compound character, conſiſting of my t and 
3, and with me it ſignifies it is; e is my 


and termination al &c. F is my in the; g 
* M my prepoſition inter and 10; þ is my n_ 


cz „„ 


N 


= PREFACE. -- 
From theſe, and many other 


faults which I obſerved | in ſhort 
hand, 


and FR and with me reads aeceſſery Y iis my 1 
th, and h, and with me ſignthes thoroughly ; 
Cs | is my n and 145 joined improperly; V andy, | 
which by the bye ought not to have both the 
ſame character, as the one is a conſonant | 
and the other a vowel, is my prepolition 
mis and m, and with me ſignifies miſmanage ; 
10 15 my z and 5 and with me reads 
= take, . my b and E, cutting one another; 'Y 
5 9 is my k and v, and with me is can bave, 
&c. His double and treble initial conſa- 
nants and vowels are liable to the ſame ob- 


jections as the reſt. 


After adding the above note, 1 have met | 
with another book on the ſubject by Mr. 
Taplin, without any date; but as he men- 
tions the above book, he muſt have wrote 
ſince i it was N This method I find 
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5 hand, and from ſeveral fruitleſ 


artempts to compoſe one, 1 


found 


zs ſtill liable to the ſame das toge- | 


ther with one which had been removed by 
Mr. Annet. I mean the diſſoining the cha- 
rafters of a ſingle word. There are com- 


pound characters for ſome of the vowels, 


and not one proper character for any * : 
them, nor for double and treble initial con- 


ſonants, and very few for prepoſitions, ter- 


minations, and auxiliary verbs, though they 
are very neceſſary to make a method as 


ſhort and legible as poſſible, It muſt alſo 
be wrong to have but one character for the 
had and ſoft gand yz; and to have but one | 
character for b and P, I ſhould likewiſe thin 
improper, as theſe letters occur very fre- 


quently, Further, when I compare his 
ſtimple alphabet with my own, I find that 


his character for à is compounded of my _ 
OS «= . pre- 


n P REPAC E. 
found that to doi it properly, and ; 
carry the art to a greater degree | 
0 perfection , theſe four ends ought 
- to be kept 1 In view. 1. The moſt 
. ſimple « characters poſſible ought 
_— to be found out, and their con- 
1 veniency of writing and joining 
[ conſidered, in order to ſignify all 1 
the principal fimple ſounds and 34 
their modifications, and as many EO 
compound ones as can be done 


in a convenient and ſhort manner, 


prepoſition inter and k or hard c. "His e 

is my inter and 5; and one of his charac- 
ters for che vowel o, which by the bye ought 
not to have two characters, is nn 5 
a of my inter and oy 


aan 
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2. Ani inquiry muſt be made i in- 


do the Engliſh language, with a 


view to find out and Rate in or- 
der all the principal ſounds and 


modifications of ſound, together 5 


with their letters; 5 and to point 5 


[7 out thoſe ſounds and modifica- ; 


tions of ſound which are moſt : 
| frequently uſed and combined. 
3. Of cheſe characters, thoſe which 


are moſt eaſily wrote and joined, . 


muſt be aſſumed to ſignify the F 
letters, or the ſounds and modi- ar 
fications which are moſt frequent- | 

| ly uſed and combined with one 
another (for the character are 


uni- 
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. univerſal; but the method of a ap- 
7 plying them ought to be accord- | 


| ing to the nature of the language . 
they are deſigned to repreſent,) 1 


and 4. The whole ought to be 


: abridged as far: as poſſible, to leave 


* intelligible. . Theſe are the 8 


5 views I kept in my eye in com- 5 
0 | poſing the following ſyſtem, an d 
of which I hall here . ſome . 


: account. 


. 1 he firſt thing did was to 
find out and collect all the pol- 
; ſible ſimple characters. l And here 
* found that the moſt ſimple and 

” 7 : 
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_ ealy which I could make, was 4 


: ſingle point, next to that a ſtrait 5 


| line, then a curve one, and laſtly, 


_ acircle or  eycloid. But as the 


number of theſe was very few, 1 5 


8 and conſequently would not an- 


5 ſwer the purpoſe, 1 tried how far 
1 cach might be varied : and firſt ns 


I found a point could be varied by 


1 5 no otherwiſe than by poſition and 


: number, and therefore I conclu- 


4 ded it might ſerve to ſignify par- 


ticles or other circumſtances af: 


names. Again, I found a ſtrait 


line could be varied f four ways in 


| direction, with regard to the line 


of 


x: 


* 
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| of writing, VIZ. parallel, perpen- 
dicular, and directed to the right 
and left hand ; and each of theſe 
I could vary two ways, and only 5 
two conveniently, i in length, in the 
= fame manner as in long hand; all 
| which made up eight good ſimple | 
. characters. Further, the curve 
3 found, might either be the ſemi- . 
circumference of a ſmall circle, 8 
or ellipſe, « or the ſegment of the cir- 


cumference of a great circle or 
ellipſe: and theſe again might be 

: varied according to the lengths 
and directions of their diameters 
or ſubtenſes, which might be the 
fame 
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| fame with the cight * | 5 


ſtrait lines. Fach of theſe 
ſtrait lines therefore having fix | 


1 curve ones, two ſmall ſemicircum- "T5 


ferences of circles, one on each 8 


ſide, two of ellipſes, and two ſeg- . 
ments of the circumference a. 
larger circle, afforded no leſs than 1 


feorty eight ſimple characters, 5 


N which, with the other eight, made 


up fiſtyſix. Some of theſe how- 


ever, particularly all the ſemicir- | 


 cumferences of circles, except one, 
1 have not made uſe of, becauſe 
_ they approach too near the form 
of the ſegments to be diſtinguiſh- 5 
eo able 


_— 


* PREFACE. 


able from them, in writing i in 4 
haſte. Laſtly, the intire circle 
8 could only be varied i in form, a5 
85 into elliptic or oval; or in mag 


nitude, poſition, or number; ; and 


as ſome of theſe could eafily and 
” naturally be made in joining cha- 


racters, 1 adopted them for my 


0 vowels. Aſter all; by conſider- ; 


ing theſe ſimple characters, 1 made : 
out ſome compound ones for dou- 
ble and treble initial conſonants 
and auxiliary verbs, which do not 
fall! in exactly with the j joinings of 
any of the ſimple ones in writing, 
-A great part of theſe characters 


bave 


-P- E FAC E. xxxix ? 
have long ago been found out and ; 
made uſe of in the art; but in 
order to com pleat them, 1 went to 2 


Work as if there never had been 8 
any, in che manner above related. 


— The 4 * Idid was 
to make an inquiry into the Eng- 5 5 
lich language, with a view to find 
out and ſtate in order all the 
principal ſounds and modifications 
of ſound, together with their let- Ng 
ters; and to point out thoſe ſounds 

and modifications which are more 


frequently uſed and combined in | 


our 
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our language. The reſult of ä 


firſt enquiry was as follows: : 


Speaking conſiſts of articukts T1. 

T ſounds, called vowels, and modi- | 

| fications of theſe ſounds, called 
conſonants. Sounds are different, 
Z according to the modifications of 
them, by the organs of ſpeaking, : 


„ Thels- modifications are either 


| thoſe which have a noiſe, (for | 

I can find no other term ſuf⸗ 29 
ficiently general for it) of their ” 
own, or thoſe which have no ſort 
of noiſe, called abſolute mutes. 


Noiſe conſiſts of ſound, hiks, or... 
LE _____ 
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both mixed together. Each of - 
theſe again is either hard or ſoft, 
and emitted through the mouth 555 
or noſe, or both at the ſame time. 5 


No one language perhaps 3 in 
the world makes common uſe of 


all the articulate noiſes that can | 


be performed by the human or- : 
e of ſpeaking nor has any 
one diſtinct characters to ſignify 
thoſe. which are commonly uſed 
in it, much leſs of thoſe which | 


are always capriciouſſy varied by FD 


lovers of ſuch novelties; and there- 
fore I could only enumerate and 
| make | 
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make ule of the principal * moſt 
55 univerſal ones in our language, . 


which! 18 all that i is neceſſary for 1 my ; 


e purpoſe, and which I have drawn 


up in the following ſcheme. In this 
ſcheme I have taken the liberty to 
borrow foreign letters, chiefly from 3 


the two moſt univerſally known x | 


languages which are now ſpoken 1 
in Europe, the Italian and French; LE 


and to invent one to ſignify : a cer- 
tain ſound, for which; we have no 
letter; and laſtly, for the ſake of 
brevity, to ſet the common alge- 
braic mark of equality between 


thoſe letters | whoſe Principal 


1 . ſounds 1 
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N ſounds or modifications are the 
fame: for, on account of the 


25 vagueneſs and deficiency of let- 


- os, 1 was obliged | to attend 3 
chiefly to the ſounds or their mo- 
diffications; and, in order to aſ- 
certain them, 1 have deſeribed 5 
| their formations by the organs of . 
| ſpeaking. 


| Note, Gr. inde for Greek, It. for Tta- 
han, Eng. for Engliſh, and Fr. for 
French. 
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1 * s EME. 
Speaking conſiſts of 


5 if Sounds called vowels. 


S Thoſe modified by Ane 


the under lip and 3 jaw a little for 

8 each, in the order they are here 5 

det down, the root of the tongue 
1 being firſt placed near the palate, 

and the under lip and j jaw depreſ- 5 

ſed a little below its natural | wy | 


| ſition. 


A very broad in tall, war, = : aw, 


2 4 German. 


95 A broad in maſter, = = 4 l. S a Fr. 


VU ſhort, 
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1 ſhort, i ah turn, =0 cloſe, It. in : 
Bologna, &c. 0 N 
0 long,! In 9 5 =0 open, It. = 1 au | 

and 97 — 
* long, i in «Fl, =00 - Eng: 7 


” ou Fr. 


2 2. Gbole modified | by raiſing 
middle of the tongue a little 
nearer the palate | for each, the firſt 5 
beginning when placed pretty 1 
near its natural poſition. 
8 E open in mend, ſend, &c. 
A ſlender i in bad, ea in head, 
ai in ſaid, =a Eng. = = » Gr, = = 


# open, Fr. CL ED 
9 3 B ͤ 


Ii PR EF AC E. 
E and i 1 ſhort, in liberal, kin, = e 


fem. Fr. 


: E long in get = e It = TY Fr. 4 
1 long, i in ſege = — Eng = i It. 
=y or i Fr. 1 | 
» II Modifications of ſound, called 


conſonants. 
1 Thoſe which have 4 noiſe 


of their own diſtin from the RY 
ſound of the vowel, but which paſs . 
A immediately to the found of the 
vowel, without their own being 


much heard. 


| A. Thoſe which have a found of 


their own. 


a. Which e can | be continued, called 7 
 ſemivowels. : 
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| «. Thoſe ſounded through the 


mouth, called oral ſemivowels ; 


5 v 1 long, leaving its own found, > 
and; Joining with another vowel; — 
as in you = — iou⸗ eeou. 


4 R. A trilling found performed by ; 
the vibrations of the tip of the 
tongue upon the fore part of 


the palate, as in rare. The 8 


trill of this found 1 is frequently 
neglected, and there are ſome 
TY people who cannot perform 1 = 


: "2 The tip of the tongue joined 5 


to the fore part of the palate, 
and the ſound eſcaping between : 


De 
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the ſides ol the tongue and 
| teeth; as in n fall. | 


: W. Su long, hin ſed like i 1 look 
15 or ye as a conſonant, that 18 paſ- | 
ſing quickly from i its own ſound 
800 that of i its vowel, as in way, 


PB =uay—ouny. 


fic Thoſe ated” "tom, the 


noſe, called naſal ſemiyowels. 


Ng=n before k, t 88 nol Fr. „ 
The middle of the tongue upon 
the palate. P his conſonant. 


never er begins a word or ſyllable, £3 


and 
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1 is too ſtrongly ſounded by ; 
the French. | 


N. The end of the tongue upon 
the fore part of the palate 3 5 
nearly as J. Ex. none. 5 


M The lips joined eue 5 


in mum. : 


: b. Thoſe which cannot be: con- 


tinued any longer t than till that 


part of the throat behind the 
formation fill with breath, the 
paſſage into the noſe being 


ſtopped up by the root of the 
tongue. T heſe are e called half 


mutes. 
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G= = 7 Gr. T heroot of the tongue | 
upon the palate, as in . 


D. The tip of the tongue upon 
the fore pare of the palate, as 
I Ex. did. 


B. T his lips joined « as n. Ex. 
babe. oo | 


B. Thoſe which have a aki called 
ſolt aſpirates. ND, 


H. A ſtrong compreſſion of the ; 
throatz 3 as in bow. 


ch x Gr. The middle of the 
: tongue very near the palate, 
ſel- 
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Gen uſed now in our lan- 
guage. 

sb. = ch Fr. The middle 4 the 


tongue a little ſcooped : and near 


the palate; 3 as in Aal. 


4 when placed at c the 3 | 
of words — i fs, = 2 ſoſt 25 The 


fore part of the tongue very 85 


near the palate, as in ap, maſs, 
chace. Too often uſed. 1 


Th, at the end of words, — 5 1 : 
: - glo-Saxon. | The tip of the 
tongue upon the inſide of the 


ppper fore teeth; ; as in with, 


Tr — 
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3 F. The under lip upon the * 


fore teeth; as in * 


2 Thoſe which have a oy and : 


ſound. e called hard 


af) pirates. 


| F. Groan, or 5 "WOO 


G, when = ſoft g Fr. Sh ſounded, = 


Never uſed i in Engliſh, 


| 2 or 6 when placed at che end of | 


worde, as in his, i i, maze. 1 


P h ſounded. ' Uſed at the begin- 


ning of words y Anglo-Saxon, 
as in that. 6 | 


. v. F : ſounded; as in value, wave. - 


2. Thoſe s 
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2. Thoſe which have no noiſe, . 
called abſolute mutes. | | 


; K = hind G = Gr. The mid. 5 


dle of the tongue upon the pa- . 


hn; as 5 and. 6. Ex. cake. _ 


T. The tip of the tongue upon 5 
the fore part of the palate; as 
and d. Ex. 70. 1 555 


8 P. The lips joined ; as in, and 4 5 
Ex. Hope. LE 1 
Having thus arranged i in A 5 
the principal ſounds, and their mo- 


difications, together with the let- 
ters, | 
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ters bgnihing both, mynexti inqui- , 
ry was to find out thoſe which are 


moſt frequently uſed and com- 


bined i in our language; 5 but of : 


this I can only here obſerve ſome 
general things. T he ſoft aſpirates . 


from the diſagreeableneſs of their 
5 ſounds, are ſeldom combined as : 
mong themſelves, and ar e gra- 


Wy dually going into diſuſe. Semi- 5 


vowels, ſemi-mutes, and mutes, 


are frequently combined with only 


intervening yowels ; z and the ſemi- 
vowels, from the ſweetneſs of their 
ſounds, and the eaſineſs of pro- 


nouncing them, are moſt frequent- 


1 ly 
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| ly uſed, and on account of the 


variety are very often. combined 
9 5 with mutes. 


8. T he third ain. according 


to my plan, after having conſider- 


gcc the characters and ſounds by 
SO themſelves, was to join them pro- 


perly together, and thus to make f 


one complete alphabet both ſim- 
| ple and compound, This I found 
was very difficult, and to effect it 


juſtly i in every reſpect according 


to my plan, almoſt impoſſible. 


For i in one ſubject, one word 1 


phraſe often prevails through the 
whole, 
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n whole, and i in another, ancther 5 


and conſequently the uſe of cer- . 


tain ſounds with regard to fre- 
= quency is altered. | Nay, in the 
fame ſubject, the ſtyle conſider- 


: ably alters the uſe of words and 
bpbhraſes; ſome affecting a plain 


Engliſh ſtile, which no doubt is 
the beſt; others a multitude of 
foreign words, ſtudied expreſſions, 
and claborated antitheſes. For 
theſe reaſons, an account of the 
calculations and changes I have 


made i in aſſigning the characters 


10 the ſounds and modifications 


of ſound would be too tedious . 


here 
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here to enumerate. Mt will be 
7 neceſſary therefore to confine my- 
ſelf to a few inſtances. The vow- 
| els, as 1 have already obſerved, a | 


are, as it were, the connectives of 


the conſonants, and therefore 1 8 


made choice of the circle to re- 
: preſent them; becauſe ſomething 
like it can be eaſily 1 made i in Join- . 
ing lines. : Theſe I have varied i in 
eight different ways, and thereby 
have been able to ſignify the prin- 
cipal ſounds of all the vowels, | 
Among the conſonants I found 
that 70 is a ſound which ſeldom 
i occurs twice in one word, and at 
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the ſame time is very frequently 4 
uſed in our language; it there- 
fore required : a character that could i 


eaſily be wrote and joined; but 


needed not to be one that 1 is con- FD, 


; venient for repetition. In look- 
; ing over my characters, I found 


: the long perpendicular line had f 


| theſe properties. It is very eaſily 
wrote and joined; but repeating 

runs it too far below the line for : 
joining with other long characters, 


and therefore 1 appropriated it o 


ſignify 2h, and conſequently the, 


| which occurs almoſt in every ſen- 


tence, For the ſame reaſon I 


made 
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made choice of the character for þ 

and j h and fo of all the reſt. T he 
moſt common of the other par- 
ticles I have repreſented by points 
in different poſitions, ſome of 

which can be omitted, and the fol- 5 


„ lowing word put in their places; 


5 by which means a great advan- 
tage is gained, particularly when | 
| a and the e are left out, as theſe par- 

: ticles « occur almoſt in every ſen- 
tence. I have alſo made all the 
characters ſignify one or two .of.- 
the moſt common words which 
are begun with them, which 1 
have placed i in the oppoſite co- 
EE os lumn; 5 
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lumn. © | have alſo choſen as conve- 
nient characters for auxiliary verbs N 
as could, according to my ge- 5 
| neral plan, which greatly ſhortens a 
the writing, and renders it very 
legible. Further, the characters 
which I have aſſigned to my 
double and treble initial conſo- 
nants are quite different from the 
ſingle letters which ſignify them : 
| ſeparately, the advantage of which 
15 this: 5 they are not only as ſhort 3 
and eaſily wrote, but much more 
legible; ; becauſe there i is no dan- 
ger of reading a vowel between - 
the ſingle letters, which muſt of- 
ten 


PREFACE. Ixi 


op ten happen when the initial charac- 
ters are made up of them. Laſtly, 
| took the ſame pains with my pre- 
poſitions and terminations, by 
whic words are greatly ſhortened, : 
and rendered much more legible. 
As to arbitrary or ſymbolical cha- 
racters, I have made uſe of few, and 


5 cheſeareonly for fignifyingnumb er, 


and ſome of the diviſions of time 5 


5 becauſe 1 found my ſhort hand 


words full as ſhort and eaſily 


wrote, and my method much 


more uniſorm and caſily learned, 
chan if it had been ſtuffed with a 


: great number of marks and varied 


1 ” let- 
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letters of long hand alphabets; and 

the aſcertaining of words in the 

: dictionaries makes them as legible. 
. here is one thing, however, which 
has a little embarraſſed me, and 


that \ was, whether or not to make 


; character, when by themſelves, DT 


Ggnify different words above, up- 1 5 
8055 and below the line of writing, : 
This would alittle ſhorten a num- 
ber of words, and in appearance 
the art itſelf. But I found that 
11 my method it would have the 
90 contrary effect; becauſe it would 
take away the advantage of put- 
ting words in the TO. of the 


5 
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particles of; from, with, and by, 


which occur almoſt i in every ſen- 


tence; whereas, words ſhortened ” 


in this 1 way, frequently do not oc- 


1 cur in a great number. 


There are indeed ſome af the 
charadters, particularly thoſe for e 
for, thr, hh, and | ſeems, and appears, 0 

= conſidered as common verbs that | 

oughtt to have particular characters, . 


may be liable to objections, and 5 


therefore re they require ſome apo- 
logy. 1; Either theſe, or others 


not ſo good, or elſe none at all, 


| muſt be made uſe of becauſe, as 
E 5 far 


— _ — — — a 
— — — — . 
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E For uſed. But upon the whole, 
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as I can Rund, chere are no other in 
nature but theſe or ſuch like re- >; 
maining for them, after the other 
conſonants are ſupplied. 2 Theſe 
: very characters are not ſo auk- 
ward as many in foreign alpha- 
bets, which are wrote very ſwiftly; 
and even two of them are uſed i in 
our common long hand gs 
vis. the tail of the ſmall p. 3. 
: Moſt of theſe characters that 1 
to have any difficulty are made 
choice of as near as may be, to re- 
preſent ſounds which are very ſel- 


dom, and ſome of them ſearcely 


It 
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it will be found, that practice or 
- habit, which conquers every difh- 
culty of this kind, will make theſe : 

as caſy and familiar as long hand 


characters. 


Further, if elliptic curves 


. ſhould be thought too long, they 


may be wrote circular, for the 


1 difference is ſmall ; * and 1 have ws 


5 made them clliptical, only to 
keep them more diſtin from 
their correſponding ſegments 
. and ſtrait lines; but if any 
one ſhould even think theſe 
too long for ſimple ſounds, he 
may make uſe of their correſ- 


pond- 
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| ponding ſmall en 1 1 mean, 
he may uſe 2 for 3, tial for 5 tions 
8 for r, &c. and Jand 7 again for pl | 

wu and pr, &c. For the uſe of ſuch 1 
intended to have added : an alphabet 

of this kind, and may perhaps {till 
doi it, if itſhould be wanted. Butin | 

the following alphabet, which i " 
my own choice, I have made uſe 
of the ſmall ſegments for  prepo- 


15 tions and terminations; 5 becauſe 8 


: it is very neceſſary to have charac- 
ters to ſignify them diſtinct from 
all others: : and beſides they are 
: better diſtinguiſhed from ſtrait 


lines at the beginning and end of 
words 
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words than i in the middle; for TT 
there the ſmall ſegments are 5 
obſcure, and conſequently i in wri- 
ting in a haſte, they muſt be con- 
„ founded. with. the. ſhort Arait | 


* With regard to the fourth 20 
thing I hadi in view, it is contained FE 

5: the rules, and exemplified in the 

a ſpecimens and dictionaries. Theſe 
laſt ſeemed neceſſary both as a a 


ö compleat ſpecimen for reading by 


and writing, and to aſcertain the 


characters, or ſpelling of every long 


| word i in a ſhort manner. 


It 


1 

\ 
SY 
9 
14 
x 8 
1 
U 
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It will be found that, in the dic 


tionaries 1 have ſome times not ad- 


hered ſtrictly to the ſounds of the N 


vowels on ſeveral accounts, parti- 5 


| cularly when they were differently fo 


: uſed i in diff. crent parts of the king- . 


dom, or ſometimes to diſtinguiſh 1 5 


the word from ſome other, Or ==. 


| perhaps through inadvertency 
of what may be called the 


molt modiſh pronounciation; but 


this 1 hope will be excuſable, as 


every intelligent learner 1 may alter 
this as he ple: ſes, and to others 
it is of no manner of conſequence 


3 Only - 
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Only let it be obſerved that under 
the a lender, 1 have deſignedly | 
included the G open, as their ſounds = 
Je not very different, and alſo 
have but one character for both 5 


the broad a 8. 


As to the uſe 65 ſhort hand, 8 

5 1 have obſerved already chat it * 

to ſupply the defect of long hand 
with regard to ſpecd. And be- 


ſides its uſe ths writing after a 


: ſpeaker « or teacher, it is extremely 
convenient for marking down any 
occurrence, obſervation, | memo- 


: randum, &c, and particularly in 
: | th e | 


r 
* . 
1 
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| the mathematics; 3 as it is very = 
compendious, takes up very li- . 
tle paper, or other writing ma- 5 1 
terial, and may be wrote with 1 
lead pencil : as well as pen and ink. 
>... Thele laſt ; are the only uſes I now RE 
make of! it. 1 N 


Short band! may ybe learnedi in ithe 


ZE, : ſame way, and, even more eaſily, . 
than a Greek, Arabic, or any other 
foreign « character. A little may 
be wrote at a time, and intermixed 
= with long hand, and even this will 2 
N be found very uſeful, though one 


ſhould 
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a ſhould go1 no further than the par- 

: ticles and common words, The 
ſpelling, or characters of each 
word, will be juſt as eaſily remem- 6 


bered ; and made familiar by prac- 1 


tice as the ſpelling of long hand. 


If any 75 ſhould think the | 
methad long, and conſequently 
difficult to learn, let him only -_ 
conſider that the whole art is con- 
tained in the ſecond | and third 
chapters, and that all the reſt of-- 
the book is only to ſupply the 


7 place of a teacher ; 5 and whoever 
does 
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does not underſtand the A 
tions of the characters may cafil y 
5 imitate the copies. 5 


18 IR 61 | 
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0 228 Characters. - 
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